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Dead Hands Cannot Work.
"No clear head and straight consciencewill gainsay David Lloyd

George when lie declares that Ger-
runny should pay when she can pay.
All intellect and all sentiment will
concur when he reiterates the principlethat "Germany Is bound to pay
for the wanton damage she inllicted,
v..» f ,i .lohtnr

isul )wu ulll uill^ get nwn« m wvwww.

what he Is capable of paying."
But by very reason of those axioms

common sense must interpose n questiouto Mr. Lloyd Geokoe's declara-
tion,"Furthermore, Germany must

not be allowed to pay in a way to do
Injury to the country receiving pay-
ments; for example, by exporting
cheap goods." That question is, How,
then, can Germany pay?
Except with absolute monopoly or

in acute shortage of supply, the very
essence of foreign selling is the right
prieew If your goods are cheaper than
the other fellow's you get ^the business.If the other fellow's goods are

cheaper than'^ours he gets it. If, ,

therefore, Germany is not to be per-
mitted to export her cheap goods so

that they can sell in foreign markets
against the competition of anybody,
German goods will not be exported.
But if Germany does not and can- .

not export the goods she cannot pay.
Germany has no more gold of her own ,

with which to pay. Unless she can (

buy gold from abroad with exports of t
cheap goods, the competitive cheap-
liess being Imperatively required, she
cannot get any more gold with whici^1
to pay. For the matter of that, unlessshe can buy materials abroad
with exports of cheap goods she can- |
hot revive her home industries sufH- ,

ciently to enable her to pay tna damageseither with dear exports or with
cheap exports.
Germany can pay. Germany should

pay what it is right and possible for
her to pay. But neilher David Lloyd
George nor any other mortal man

can perform the economic miracle of
cuttlng*olT the ha nils of the German
Industrial body and then getting work
ont of those dissevered, powerless,
dead hands. *

Parental Rights Upheld.
One more One distinction has been

drawn by the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court, Second Depart^* ment, with respect to the marriage of;
minors and the authority of parents
to dissolve such unions. This time the
.rights at the father and mother are!
upheld as against the grievance of
Mary Wolf, resixuident, who found i
herself deprived of the companion- i
ship of a husband Just over sixteen ]
and therefore tinder the law nearly t
two years below the age of consent 11
to matrimony. The only cold comfortleft her by the court Is n suggestionthat alleged "false representations,"by which the boy spouse was
Induced to consent to the annulment, s

"If sufficient" might he made the (

basis of an action for slander.
The wife brought suit against her 1

husband's parents for alienation of '

Ms affections. The record of an an- '
nuliuent was laid l»efore the trial f

court, which after argument ordered 11

n verdict for the defendants. The
wife appealed and the Kings County 1

Fnpreme Court, Special Term, vacated (

the verdict. The parent* rnrrled the I'
cnse to the higher tribun.il, which up- 11
hold* them, Justice Puts,ft* alone
dissenting.
The majority opinion, which was '

written by Justice Clack mau, recng- '

nlzes that there Is always in marriage*
of minor* a possibility of conflict betweenthe rights of parents and |
spouses. The parent has the right to
the custody, control nnd services of
the minor child; tlie wife T»r husband '

n right to the society and In the ease 1

of the wife t.he support of the same ;

minor. Viewed from the non-Judlolal 1

standpoint, the opposition may l>e re-
gnrdod as between romance and chilly I
prudence. The Court of Appeals '

has decided already that when the
mnrrled minor lias passed tlie nge of '

legal consent the rights of the wife i

«r husband nre paramount, to those of I
tTie father. The now decision supplementsthis dictum by ruling that
when the minor Is below eighteen I
years the rights of n father are para-
mount to those of a w'fo. ,

Marriage under eighteen Is voidable.bnt not void until so declared by
a court Put pnrentnl control Is not
lost because of It, and a father, pond- 1

(r,
if.k

Ing a decision of annulment, Is not
obliged to leave bis child in continued\ marital association. The father
has fc^ie right of action for annulment
even aguiust the child's wish, and he
cannot be compelled to acquiesce in
all the possibilities of the marriage
while he is enguged In enforcing his
right to end it.
Even the motive of the father in

bringing the suit is irrelevant, since
he has an Indefeasible rigid, to his
remedy from the court.
The decision seems to be good sense

as well as eonri law lis ntacticul
effect Is to establish n right of review,so to speak, over what are liable
to be rash and improvident marriages.It does not assail directly
the validity of such unions, but down
to the age when the law places full
adult liability ou the contracting partiesit gives to cool and prudent age
the power to save rash youth from
the consequences of its impetuosity.

Mr. Wilson's Overridden Vetoes.
The overwhelming majority.255 in

a vote of 287.by which the House of
Representatives overrode on Saturdaythe President's veto of the Joint
resolution calling for suspension of
recruiting until the army numbers
175,000 enlisted men gives the measureof the degree in which the Administrationhas lost control not of
Congress, which isS politically opposed
to it, but of the Democrats in Congress,who, under normal conditions,
would be expected to uphold t%i act
of a President giving allegiance to
their own party.
When Congress passed, the act reorganizingthe army it authorized an

enlisted strength of 2S0.000, against
">00,000 earnestly advocated by Sec-1
retary Baker, but it made provision
for $nly 175,000. The War Departmentdisregarded everything except
the maximum authorized by Congress
and proceeded to enlist men uutll there
are now 225,000 men in the service.
The Joint resolution calling for re-;

iluction to 175,000 was passed to enforcethe policy of Congress on the
War Department and repudiates the

policy of President Wilson's Secretaryof War, Newton D. Baker.
When the President's message was

read in the House 271 members, of
whom ninety-two were Democrats,
voted to repass the joint resolution
>ver the veto, and only sixteen mem-|
hers, all of them Democrats, most of
whom retire from the House on

March 4, voted to sustain it. Had the!
action taken depended on the Democratsulone a Democratic President,
according to the record of the House,
would have been hoiaelessly beaten.
All the arguments and pleas put forwardby Secretary Baker and Ills
Fellow advocates of u great professionalstanding army, arguments skil'ullyrecited by the President in his
,eto message, failed to win the Demo-!
'rats, just as loyalty to the Admlnls-
ration failed to move them, to sup-
aort of an Administration measure of
arst class importance.
The House on January 4 overrode

the President's veto of the bill to,
revive the War Finance Corporation,
he vote standing 250 to 60. On tills1
rote only seventeen Representatives
if his own party stood with the Presdent.The forty-nine other votes to'
sustain the veto came from Repub-;
leans. On this Issue such uncompromisingRepublicans as Uncle Joe
Gannon, Simeon D. Fess of Ohio, a

nember of tbe Rules Commit tee, and
Tames W. Goon of Iowa, chairman of
he Appropriations Committee, cast
heir votes with the President, but of
101 Democrats in the House only seventeenwo&lrt follow his lead.
Before and during the war the Adninistration'scontrol of Congress asonlshedand perturbed many Ameri'nnswho had n^t Forgotten that our

jovernnient was designed to lie one

>f Indejiendent coordinate rlepartnents.In those days the snbservi»nceof the legislative to tbe execu-
ive was notorious. i n-(iay not oniy
a Congress politically in opposition
o the Administration, hut the tll«ntegrationof the President's party
ins reached a- point nt which n maiorityof tlie Democrats in the House
hink nothing of deserting him on

ssues which are tests of loyalty.

./An Eviction Called For.
It is not easy to understand why it

diouldjiave bean necessary for Gov>rnorMili.eb to urge the adoption of.
lor why it was necessary for the
.eglslatnre to adopt, a concurrent
( solution in tlie form of n petition
o Congress to oust the Federal Governmentfrom its <»coupancy and operitionof New York's canal system.
Proper reasons for Federal control

md operation of this State's barge
jannl, tf they ever existed, have ceased
o i>e. and Congress long ago should
lave adopted Senator Wadswowth's
esolutlon directing Federal officials'
o refrain from further control of thisi
state's property, for which any
ihadow of Federal need long since
eased to exist.

tfome Grown Grapes in Winter.
For many of us there is no more!

lelectablc addition to the luxuries of
lie table than the finer varieties of
(rape*. The period when the home
trown kinds are available has been
ill too short, and for those whose
iursc would not hear the expense of
he hcyhnuse varieties there have
s-en only Jho foreign kinds, which
;ome to us packed, in sawdust and
ire a part of the stock of every
fruit store.

It is comforting therefore to know
lhat the Department of Agriculture
tins been experimenting with grapes
grown In three different nre^s In Californiaand that It has found six
varieties which have developed keepingqualities beyond the expectations
nf tlie Investigators when the* under
took the work, which included paek-
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the largest quotu of all, $1,400,000,000,
in the fiscal year ended lust March.
The evils of the excess profits tax

as assessed both In England and In!
America are now well understood. If
there were no other reason than the
Inequality of the tax and Its perniciousIncentive to Industrial extrava
gauce England would have ample
motive for cancelling It. But there
is another teuson, one which open9
to English business a broad avenue
of benefits and at the same time claps
a handicap on America In the com*
noHtlrm fnr uArliVu niurlfntu

11 CUriVBliy BUUP WIIIUUVV, never*

gives a hoot about the weather, but
the instrument Is.and has been for
five years.offered at a snap price.
Sometimes the burgaln iiend wan-1

ders alone South street, examining
the outside displays of the garment
stores which play for the sea trade.
{There is a grand yellow slicker.Jf he
could only think of some occasion
when he might want to wear it. There!
are hip boots, but he never goes fishing.There is a macklnaw, but he
lives in The//Bronx.

Expressions of happiness and agony
are registered on the face of the male
bargain fiend as he goes his rounds
There is Joy for an instant when he
finds something that he .knows has
not been offered in years at snch a

low figure. Tben comes the pain.
Perhaps it comes because, although
he could use the urticle, he cannot
afford to buy it that day.and surely
some other fiend will belong before
pay day.

Oftener the grief is due to home
ties. The article may be something
which has no place of necessity* or

beauty in his household. That is
something which his wife decides.
lie wants the bargain.it may be a

roulette wheel or a check writing do-
vice or a two linndeil saw.out lie

ilare not buy it and take it home. He
Is a coward. His brave wife goes
shopping and buys laces that will
turn yellow with advancing years
before she can use them and purple
basques and polonaises that run counterto her complexion; hut the male
of the species dare not carry home a

nice second hand mariner's compass
unless he brings with it the proof that
his employer has directed him to
start for the North Pole.

It is not a bad habit, at that. The
man might be doing something worse,

such as hardening his arteries at
luncheon or mourning because his
grandfather did not buy Manhattan
real estate. Likely his grundsire,
too, was in his day a bargain fiend
of the minor class.

Peril in the Air.
All's well that ends well, but the

fire which imperilled an aeroplaue on

Friday as It cruised over New York
demonstrates the need for regulation
of llight over tjio city even when

.oHiiv nlrmftn In 11mo
IWIIUUL tvu i/j «ii«v «« . ...v.. ... ......

of peace.
By prompt and energetic action

Lieutenant Black prevented any serl-1
ous damage save his own much to he

/egretted suffering. The blaze was

slight ami was kep't down while the
machine raced for its home station;
at Mineoln.

It floes not take mnch imagination
to see what might have happened If
the fire had been more formidable.
The ignition or explosion of the gasolenesupply over the buildings and
narrow streets of the city might have
had disastrous consequences If the,
plane had not been at sufficient
height to o#nw it to land beyond the
built up area.
The ordinance now pending In the

Board of Aldermen prohibits flying
over the city nt latitudes of less than
2.000 feet. This height Is accepted
by tbe authorities as a reasonable
safety limit. In view of the real and
great risks Involved In the new art
of flying this restriction should be
enforced In the Interest of fhe nvln-!
tors themselves and of lives nnd prop-
erty on the ground. The ordinance
meets n now need. It should pass
as soon as reasonable scrutiny of Its
details can l>e completed.

England's Excess Profits Tax.'
Something may have been gained

by Imposing the excess profits tax
here and In England as a war measure,hut more Is to be gained now by
abolishing this unsound levy, which
nullities Itself by throttling business.
This can he assumed without the
slightest fear of rational contradiction.Otherwise the P.rltlsh Treasury,
which never had more urgent nded
for revenues, would not lie the first
to blue pencil a tnx yielding $6,500,
'<00,000 la seven years and providing'

I »
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ing and transportation to the Federal
cold storage plant near Washington.

Iterated seasonal tests will be requiredto determine fully the commercialvalue of the varieties which
have retained their luscious qualities
well into mid-winter. There is no

good reason apparently why our mnr-:
kots should not contain supplies of!
grapes ut a fair price later than
has. been usut^l in the past if the
methods worked out by the Federal
authorities In the matter of packing
and transportation are followed.

In view of the change which the
vitieultural industry Is undergoing
the lengthening of the consuming sen-

son for American grapes is a highly
desirable achievement for b<yh pro-
ducers and consumers.

The Male Bargain Fiend.
You do not fliul him in the clean

shelter of the women's shopping dls-
trict but outdoors In streets that are

nearly all south of the City Hall. He.
may not spend as much money as'
women are supposed to waste on

things they like but do not need, but
r his spirit is the same. He Is an addictof shopping, lnrgely of the windowkind. f

You can see the victim of the bargainhabit in Fulton, Vesey, Chtrch
and ^Vasblngton streets and West
Broadway at any time when lie is
free to leave his office. He may be
in front of a bookstall, wondering
whether he had best invest ten cents
in a volume of Hannah 'Moke's
works. He does not know who she
was; maybe that is why he thinks of
buying. He may be gazing at twenty- |
tlve feet of old rubber hose which is
offered at u ridiculously low price,
lie has no.lawn, but what a bargain
it Is! He may be looking for the hundredthtime at an ornate barometer in

-l. S..1 TT

It Is notorious that tl^e excess
profits tux as well as the higher
brackets of the individual inline tax
not only dry up the capital market,
interfere with normal production and
distribution ami put business generally
Into a strnitjacket, but are passed
along in the fortn of higher prices to
tlie ultimate consumer wherever he
may be. Without the excess profits;
tax, whatever other benefits may re

suit, the English merchant will be
able to lower his prices and to under-
sell his competitors in the Interna-1tional field.
This is the sermon preached many

times to his English confreres by
Reginald McKenxa, who Is one!
of England's greatest bankers and
clearest thinkers. It is the same ser-
nion our own leading bankers, husi-j
ness men, economists and editors have
megaphoned from th£*housetops in a
tireless endeavor to obtain for Americathe benefits which would result
from cancelling the excess profits tax.!
But it Is characteristic of England's:
international vision and long range
business sense that she should he the
first to heed good advice. Had her
financial condition been as favorableas onrs she would have heeded
It long ago.

Good Sense from Senator Colt.
Senator Colt of Ithode Island injecteda welcome essence of good

sense Into the Immigration discussion
at one session of the Senate committeebefore which Mr. Caminetti, Director-Generalof Immigration, testi-
nod tne otaer day. Allowing the exampleof other advocates of severe
restrictions on incoming aliens, Mr.
Caminetti painted a most dismal pictureof an overwhelming flood of unwelcometravellers, and remarked incidentallythat "Bolshevism and
Communism loom up as the outstandingmenace to our civilization."
These disturbing utterances moved

Senator Colt to say:
"I ^annot see at the present time

any menace from Bolshevism either
to America, to France, to England
or to Germany, although it may

havemade some little headway in
other countries.

"You givo mo prosperity in Americaand there is no danger of extremeradicalism.
"What I object to is to have men

wake up at 4 o'clock in the morning
and exaggerate the danger In all*
this so-called world movement, both
as to immigration and Bolshevism.

"The last election was a direct rebuketo radicalism in every form.
"Human nature is human nature.

These experiments in Communism
have been tried repeatedly and have
failed. The fundamentals or modemcivilization and the rights of
property cannot be overthrown, for
it leads to misery and is economicallyfalse.

"I do not believe that we should
suspend immigration through fear of

All that Senator Colt said Is true,
and, moreover, it is recognized us

true by an overwhelming majority of
the men and women of the United
States. The nuhiber of persons, citizensand aliens, in the United Stutes
who hope for a revolution here Is
ir.finitesimally small In comparison
with the population. The number of
those ^'ho really fear such a thing Is
even smaller. lint the men and
women who compose these two classes
ure greatly gifted In the power of ex-

presslon, and anybody unacquainted
with the facts might be misled Into
the opinion that an uprising was at
band. *

Senato^CoLT's calm Is that of one

who Is not deceived by the outcries

<y a few mndmcn ami the fright of a

few overtimid persons. The revolutionwe are not going to have has
ceased to be Interesting, has ceased
to be even amusing and has become a

bore.

If Rear Admrlal HrsB. who has
taken command of this naval district,
lives up to the record of his predecessor.Rear Admiral Oucmmow.and we

have no doubt he will.he will rank
among the most popular naval officers
whom duty has brought Into intimate
contact with the residents of the metropolitanarea. Admiral cAjsnno'n will retireJust In time to begin his well
deserved playtime on Likcox.n'sbirthday.He ha#-eamed by his service the
right to enjoy It.

The death of Charles Stewart PajiNELL'swidow brings back to mind the
tragedy of the Irish leader's downfalland emphasizes the ago old char-
acter of the unrest in tno Kmcrald
Isle. As her career Is reviewed the
great figures of another day pass In
review. An Interesting, though futile,
speculation Is ns to the manner In
which the statesmen of the '80s would
have me# the problems of to-day had
these bcch presented to them.

Mississippi boosts ctf a bird hunting
hog which confers distinction on the
State by dwelling within Its bounds
This Is interesting, of course, but
Louisiana or Florida will undoubtedly
produce a hog hunting bird soon, just,
to nssure a fair dlstrlbtjtlon of state
honors.

Vnt In TthinV Verse.
"JTell and Moala!" roars General Dawea
"T cuss at Congress for oussable cause
We didn't boolfkeep we won the War;
Ttell and Maria! What were we for?"

piwct pus.

w.
/
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Delaware an Example.

There Fruit Growers Cooperate to
Dispose of Their Products.

To Thk Niw York Hssalo: The remedyfor the waste of food and the Iossoh
of farmers, described by "OlM Who
Knows." Is cooperation.
The writer of Die letter speaks of

crates of strawberries allowed to rot on
piers and at railroad stations because of
lack of means of handling them. There Is
no need of this condition. Take Brldgevllle,l>el., Seaford, Del.j and tielbyville,
Del.; at the height of the season trainloadsof strawberries move from these
points hourly and every farmer receives
moro than eight cents a quart for his
crop of berries; even the soft berries
are sow to juice lactones at six cents
a quart. Potatoes and poaches are sold
on the same basis.

This shows what can be done by cooperation.It would do a man good to
take a trip and stop at the Junction
of the Pennsylvania Railroad at Har-
rlngton, Del., and see the tralnloads of
these farm products steadily moving
northward. It Is the cooperation of the
farmers and the city consumers and
dealers In one combination that makes
such things possible.
But I have doubts about the practice-

blene.s3 of farmers dealing directly with
consumers in the city. I personally
know one man who tried a house to
house proposition. He sent to his own

people and got strictly fresh eggs landed
In Brooklyn not thirty-six hours after
they were laid. These he tried to sell
to housewives. He was three days sell-
ingr threo crates, ninety dozen of eggs,
at«C0 cents a dozen, when the wholesale
price for nearby hennery eggs was 55
cent3 a dozen by the carload.
As regards apples, the marloet has not

been «o high as to Justify the retail
dealer in asking eight and ten cents
apiece for apples. The highest prices
this winter hravo been only from $2 to
$7 a barrel. Last fall pears brought
from $2.50 to $4 a barrel and from $1
to $1.50 a crate, and pears were sold on

street stands for seven and even ten
cents. This Is highway profiteering.
To remedy all such conditions there

la need of cooperation by producer and
consumer. o. /M. Bunting.

Brooklyn, February 5.

Boys Better, Boys Worse.
Authorities in Conflict About What

Is Happening to l'outh.
To The New York Herald : On the

front page of your paper of February 2
I notice an article headed "Boys Hold
Up Fourteen In Bank: Oct f30,000."
The article tells how seven two gun
bandits, most of them In their teens,
overpowered five men and nine women

clerks and looted a teller's cage In a

Chicago bank in view of a rush hour
crowd in that city.
Turning to the back pago of the same

paper I find another article headed "New
York Boys All Will Wear Halos lit FourteenYears." This should come to pass
according to the 1920 report of the Children'sCourt, which says boys are 50

per cent, oetter nmn vney wcic iuuitecnyears ago and that -wickedness as

far as thoy aro concerned soon will be

tottering to a fall. The credit for much
of this improvement is given to social
welfare societies.
This statement is backed up by an

array of figures and facts taken from
the court records. Along with this goes
a deduction that the city has saved
$-114,050 above the budget allowance of
$297,000 for tho year by the decline in

nurjiber of convictions in this court.
At tfie time that these stories were

in press a distinguishcd^ofhclal of long;
experience in tho criminal courts of New
York was telling an audience in this
city that the most disheartening of all
his experiences in his work was the increaseof serious offences, such as murderand robbery, among the youth of
both sexes in the city of New York.
Tills he attributed to tho lack of moral
and religious training in the* home.

Against this statement we havo the
facts and figures given in favor of specialcourts for children only and the
accomplishments of social welfare work.
Was it not Sydney Smith who said that
"there was only one thing more unreliablethan figures, and that was facts"?

John P. Davin, M. D.
New York, February 5.

Consider an Oil Patch.
Its Iridescence Illustrates How BctelgeuseWas Measured.
To The New York Herald: On a

rainy day the automobile oil on the
wet pavement shows what mlgli/t he
considered an unsightly irldescrntfe. It
is, however, not without Interest if prop-
erly looked at.
The deepest part of the patch will

show a very handsome deep blue, which
is Identical with the blue of spring; temperedsteel. The outer edges of the
patch show the straw cblor which indicatesthe temper for very hard Instruments,and between these tints are the
other colors indicating various degrees
of tempering.
The reason for the colors Is the same

in both cases, namely, the gradual increasein thickness of the film of oil and
of the film of oxide on the metal. They
arc < samples of Interference, of light,
an< is this quality of light which very
re< :y has enabled the measurement of
the diameter of the star lletelgcuae.
So far as our eyesight is concerned

.this star Is still a point of light, even
as viewed through th^ telescope. By
utilising the above principle It has been
possible to say that jts diameter Is considerablygreater than that of the earth's
orbit around the sun. .

CHARI.SS E. MANTCTRS.
Nrw Tor*, February F.

l'rto as a Law Student.
To Tub New York Herald: Have

you ever noted that Edgar Allan Poo
In July of the year 1843, at the mme
time with Henry B. Hirst.the earn*

Hirst who after Poe's death claimed to
be the real author of "The Raven".
matrlculntod at the law echool of the

University of Pennsylvania In Philadelphiaas a student at law?
Carl Hans Ibsen.

New York, February 5.

Lingo of Flax Spinners.
To Tub New York IIehald : Where Is

this curious languago used In counting
threads or reels of flax as they arc

spun: Keen. Teen. Tother, Feather, Pip.
Sathor, Lather, Quother, Dather, Dick,
-for 1 to 10.nnd so on?

' '""T or IIisTonr
N'ttw York, heorary e.

7, 1S21.

Josef Hofmann Gh
Delights Audience at Car

Skill and Ov;er«
When Josef Hofmann gives a piano

recital the scene is always the same.

Carnegie Hall is large, but It Is filled
and as many as can find room to stand.
tip do so. Yesterday's recital, the second
of the current season, differed from those
of last winter In the absence of seats

on the stage and In the employment of
little Illumination. The programme was

entirely of ntuslc by Chopin, which
brought unqualified delight to many and
modified rapture to others.
Nor was. it one of the mosrtnterestins

of Chopin programmes. It lacked something-of spice and point. Perhaps there
was not enough of tho "greater Chopin"
uu.l ,.mi n 11V m-.rhunu nr.l nn^im), ,,f tli..

wizard of the Idealized dance. The B
minor sonata, which headed the list. In
much driven In these days, and Mr. Hofmann'sadorers would surely rather hear
him play 'the B flat minor. But the
funeral march too often played might
become literally a dead march.
Every artist has his Idiosyncrasies.

Possibly It would be exaggeration to
suggest that Mr. Hofmann has his caprices,yet as M. Lemalre has sagely
observed, "the caprine of the artist has
always existed." In .the B njinor sonatayesterday Mr. Hofmann's left hand
frequently prevented his hearers from
knowing what his right hand was doing,
and there were curious Innovations In
accent and rhythm. Nevertheless It was
the performance of a master. '

The E major nocturne, E minor valse,
P* minor ballade, C sharp minor scherzo,
a mazurka, throe etudes and the A flat
polonaise completed the programme. The
last number Is always an inspiration to
the great Polish pianist, und yesterday
he played It better thtm anything else
on his list It was a tremendous performance.In delicacy and finish the
valse and the nocturne were ravishing.
But after all little can be said of a

Hofmann recital that has not been said
before. Here Is the master of all, the
pianist who unites technical skill with
overwhelming power, seldom let loose,
and the most exquisite appreciation of
pure musical beauty. If he Indulges In
some whims they are the whims of a
prince of his art.

I'ietro Yon in Concert..
Pietro Yon assisted in the Symphony

Society's programme yesterday at AeolianHall, playing his new "Concerto
Gregoriano" for organ with orchestra,
which was heard In New York for the
first time. Many of Mr. Yon's able compositionshave been heard here, but this
new work, of an uncommon class, Is one
of his most ambitious creations. Tho

Light Triumphant.
From the Fdison Monthly.

"Let there be light." And at the Word,
The primal deep of Darkness heard
Its banishment. Now, gleam by gleam,
The first fair Dawn began to stream
In rose and pearl across the sky,
To Noon's effulgent radiancy.

With Evening Bpread the splendor glow
Of Sunset. And tho earth below
Saw the first wonder of a Star,
Set In tho firmament afar.
And Night, no more a shapeless dreid.
With-»ilver Moonlight crowned her head.

Vast Ages rolled. Man smote a spark
And lit a torch to pierce the dark.
The glory brightened, flame by flame,
Until triumphant Science came!
Then blazed from street and storied

height
A myriad Suns. "And there tcos light."

Frederick Moxon.

Fersitm Trarle ImnrnvM.
w,v,b" - * ..i

Gold Once More becoming the World's
Standard in Fixing Prices.

To The New York Herald: I do not
know how you feel about the permanencyand solidity 'ot the better feeling
which seems to pervade the whole businesscommunity, but it would seem. In
the light of the records of our foreign
trade In November and December, as If
there have boen better rewults from
American ingenuity and resourcefulness
In export than the business community
expected. Considering these and the
bettor exchange situation, does It not
look as if the difficulties of doing a foreignbusiness hud been overstrcssed and
that there are offsetting factors that
haVe been overlooked?

In the bulletin of the First Federal
Foreign Banking Association, which 1

enclose, you will find some figures of
trade In November which are surprising.
December has another surprise, showing
upon analysis that there were Increases
of over 1X00,000,000 In manufactured
exports in that month, as compared with
the December of a year before.

It would seem a matter of service and)
of benefit to manufacturers who export
to emphasise the more encouraging featuresof the present situation, and especiallyto call attention to the fact that
the International price situation Is gettingupon a gold bosff, that Is, because
of the fluctu^lng dharacter of many
monqss in theworld V*he business communitieseverywhere are figuring the
value of goods In gold and adjusting
the prices they quote In any local currencyto this gold price. In other words,
While the majority of the nations of the
world are on a fluctuating currency
basis as far as settlements aro concerned,and do not even permit uso of
gold In effecting International exchanges,
gold Is the money of the world as a

standard of prices.
Thin being so, the high International

value of the dollar in exchange with
other moneys Is really not as great a

handicap to our trade on a competitive
basis as many dlscouruged exporters
feel. With' prices tending to be upon
a gold basis, an Importer In' a neutral
market has to pay out no more of his
own money to get it via the medium ot
a few high priced dollars than via the
medium of many cheap units of some

Inflated currency, and his bargain Is op
a more stable basis because he is dealingIn a stable currency.
Far Kastern exchange is normally on

the fluctuating basis of the local sliver
moneys. A trader ha/ two changeable
element* In a bSrgain that Involves
time, the element of price of the goods
and the element of the price of silver.
To-day the greater part <ft tho world Is
trading on the same bdsls of double
fluctuation possibilities because of the
Instability of the moneys, except where
dollars are used an the medium,
Our exporters ought to be advised to

use from now on the sales argument
that dealing In dollar goods cuts out an

element of uncertainty, and that, to the
extent that a recovery of the value of
European moneys Is concerned, customersIn Importing countries face a liabilityIn committing themselves to transactionsfor future settlement In moneys
that may cost them an Increasing
amount in their own moneys.

Although the present exchange sltunCtlonstill holds difficulties particularly
affecting certain aspect of commercial
credit. It would seem as If American
exporters would he at a distinct advana

/es Chopin Concert
negie With His Technical
rhelming Power.
title of the concerto refers to its diatonicform, and not to the themes, which
are almost entirely the composer's own.
The % wood wind choir takes no part in
tne score. I
The work In parts showed power and

mo sum, oui vn« general t'lii'LL Dcnucu

»t first hearing to lack unity. Kveri"
without the wood wind choir as making
way for tho organ part, this lack of
solidity and balance set-mod to intrude.
And the orchestral par^was overprominent.There was a desire to have the
orgun stand on its own feet without any
support. The concerto, which was, on

the whole, well -presented, aroused Interest.The short and really delightful
sclierso wus much applauded and so wus

Mr. Yon at the end of the performance.
The programme opened with SuintSaens'sC minor symphony, with organ

ind piano obbligatl. Mr. Yon was the
organist and Miss Ruth C)ug was the
ianlst. The music was brilliantly performed.though some of it was too loud

for tho hall. Two ^excerpts.barcarolle :

s'irabande, with vocsl obbligato sung by
Miss Henrietta Conrad, and the dance
of the old lad'es, from Cnsella's "VenetianConvent" suite.Mr. Damrosch
prefaced with some remarks before the
orchestra played them. The first, he
said, possibly picturing a love song, the
woman's loss of her lover and a death
march, had not been Included In tho ca»

cerpts played from the suite at these
Sunday concerts a few weeks ago. The
second he was repeating because the
audience had liked it best. The music
of the flrsj. beautifully pl."yed, was
beautiful, again thrilling. An admirable
rendering of "Wagner's "Tannhaeusor"
overture by the orchestra closed the lyst.

Mine. Bibb's Song Recital.
Mme. Kathleen Hart Bibb, soprano,

assisted at tho piano by her husband,
Frank Bibb, gave the second of two
song recitals last nlglit in tho Princess
Theatre. -The list Included five settings
otJ Verlalne*s "Mandoline," by Dupont,
Hahn, Faure, Debussy and Poldowskl,
and four songs sung In memory of KdwardHorsmagi, 1873-1918, his "The
Shepherdes?," "The Yellow Dusk,"
"Thus Wisdom Sings" and "The Lark
Now Leaves His Wat'ry Nest."
A delightful number was four canzonetts,"The New Hoprs of Love," by

James Moon, arranges i"r voico, nuic

(played by George Possell) and piano.
It was a pleasure to again note this
season Mrs. Bibb's improvement In the
use of her charming vojee, and her feelingand style were in Irbeplng with her
music.. Mr. Bibb's skilful accompanimentswero of sufficient Importance to
call the recital a Joint one. The theatrewas filled.

tngo in being able to offer convenient
terms of credit without their customers
facing steadily Increasing exchange
rates in settlement.
Edge law banks of the commercial

type, as distinguished from th</ flnancIing type, from which the regulations
of the Federal Heserve Board now

differentiate them, are offering to Americanexporters the facilities which they
may use effectively in getting business
on the basis of a carefully thought out
and comprehensive policy of giving their
foreign customers credit. These banks
enable an exporter to give credit of any
length normally prevailing in any foreignmarket or In any line of trade.

Frederick TODD,
Secretary First Federal Foreign Bank.ing Association.
New Tork, February 5.

Dr. Oldfield Much Alive.
He Denies His Reported Death and
Would Fight the Chicago Spirit.
To The New York Heraijj^Y find

that (he American papers IvCve been
giving me my death notices and singing
my requiem. But I am not dead yet,
and if the fates are kindly and do not
despitefully use their shears/out of pure
Jealousy I hope to see a good many
more suns rise and set and seasons come
and go in this beautiful earth world.
Why your American newspapers write

me dead so readily is that because so
long as life and strength remain to me
I shall eo on ODDoslncr and flehflnc what

I would call the "Chicago spirit" among
you.

It Is this Chicago spirit which Is takingthe sunshine out of life, which is
blurring the delicate colors of artistic
living, which is undermining the moral
ttbre of character and which is producingpremature old age in our AngloSaxonrace.

It Is because the American and the
Englishman are twin brothers of the
sakie, stock that I vgould fain act like
Socrates to ^he men of Athens and be
the gadfly to the citizens of the U. 8. A.

I am out to proclaim perennial youth
and a great gladness of heart In the
sweetness of life.a Garden of Eden
full of music and rest and peace while
we live and then an eventide when sleep
makes heavy our eyelids and the glory
of the-poppy precedes the drowsy opiate
ere we pass on to the state where they
eat of the fruit of the twelve trees and
wherein shall be no more crying and
no more pain.

Is not this better than the cruel teeth
of the Chicago spirit dragon which devoursthe delicate maiden of happiness
and whoso breath poisons the comradeshipof living?

I am not dead, fdr I have Just come
out to Jamaica to learn something more
of the potency of sunshine and the psychicvalues of tropical fruits.

If your people of America who were

Interested In the news of my death wish
to see me In the flesh while I am In this
Western world let them offer me a welcometo the States and I will come.

But let them be warned that X «eme
not with smooth worde to tlcklo Idle
ears but with a set purpose to apeak
of that which T know and to help only
thoea to live Whose life la worthy of
botnR extended. JostAit Otx>rncu>.
Kinoston, Jamaica, January 4.

I>r. Oldfleld la known In England as
a atrcnuoua advocate of the fruitarian
diet and also as an opj^nent of capitalpunishment.

A Missouri Philosopher.
r."* tjowrj/ City Independent.

Tea. I* wewit be mltrhty fine to live In a

treat bl* house, surrounded hjr n wide, spaciousyard, well shaded and hounded by
smooth cement walks. But Just think of the
multitude of carpets a fellow would have to
beat at houee cleaning: time, of the bla
lawn to mow, of the ptlea 'of leaves to bo
reked In Ihe fall! And when the snow lay
a foot deep on those walke In the winter,
wouMn't It he Invljromtlnt to expose their
smooth surfaces to tHe open air nialn?
Oh,,boy!

The Naval Holiday.
Lawrence cried: "Don't alve up the

ship!"
"Built or .unbuilt?" we asked anxiously.

A
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Daily Calendar
THE WEATHER.

For Eastern New York.Increasing
cloudiness to-day; to-morrow rain or
enow; not much change In temperature;
increasing northoiat and east winds.
For New Jer$oy-s|ncreasing cloudiness today,followed by ruin to-night and to-morrow;not much change in temperature; Increasingeasterly winds.For Northern New England.Fair and

colder to-day; to-morrow snow; fresh northwestto north winds.
For. Southern fiew England.Fair to-day;

to-morrow rain or snow; winds becoming
northeast and oust and increasing.For Western New York.Increasing cloudinessto-day followed by dnow or rain to
night am' to-morrow; not much change In
teruDcrati j.

WASHINGTON, Keb. C..The disturbance
that was central over Maryland last
flight moved rapidly northeastward to NovaScotia. attended by rain in the North AtjUntie states and Ujtht snow In the regionof the great lakcH, while the southwest dls|t'lrhance moved eastward to Texas, attended
by snou ltt the upper Mississippi and middle
Missouri valleys, the Central i'lain States
and the ltocky Mountain end plateau regions.The temperature continued considerablyabove normal to-day east of the Mississippiitlver and In the west gulf Slates, whilu
colder weather overspread the ltocky Mountainand plateau regions.
The Texas disturbance will move northeastward,nit'tided by snow or rain In the

north and rain In nitddlp and southern sectionseast of the Mississippi River within
the next twenty-four to thirty-six hours.
However, the weather will remain fair In
the Atlantic States to-morrow.
The temperature will not change materially

In the Atlantic States, but conslderably
toldcr weather will overspread the middle
and lower Ohio Valley, Tennessee and the
East Gulf States to-morrow night and Tuesday.
Observations at United States Weather

Buroau stations, taken at 8 P. M. yesterday.
Seventy-fifth meridian time:

Rainfall
Temperature. Bar- last 24

Stations. High.Low. oineter. hra. Woather.
Abilene 72 .. 20.04 .. Clear
Albany 42 40 20.12 .. Clear
Atlantic City.. 52 40 110.20 .. Clear
Baltimore .... ,12 42 20.22 .. Clear
Bismarck .... 20 .. 20.118 .. Clear
Boston 50 42 80.02 .. Clear
Buffalo 84 22 20.22 .. Clear
Cincinnati .... 18 30.12 .. Clear

04 43 20.10 .. Clear
Chicago 32 23 .30.10 .. Cloudy
Cleveland 80 30.24 Clear
Denver ^22 13 30.20 .00 Snow
iletroit -jo 02 30.24 .: pt.cray
< !a!veston 60 '64 20.72 .01 Cloudy
Helena 28 .. 30.20 .. Clear
Jacksonville .. 74 5R 30.14 .. Foggy
Kansas City... 62 3(1 20.80 .. Cloudy
Los Angeles... 62 .. 20.00 .. Clear
Milwaukee ... 28 18 30.22 .02 Snow
New Orleans.. 70 62 20.00 .. Cloudy
Oklahoma City 08 .. 20.76 .. Clear
Philadelphia .. 00 44 30.20 .. Clear
Pittsburg. 44 S4 30.24 .. Clear
Portland. Mo.. 44 30 20.88 .. Clear
Portland, Ore. 48 .. 30.28 .04 Cloudy
Halt Lake City 26 .. 30.10 .01 CleatHanAntonio...»82 20.34 .. Clear
San Diego 58 66 20.04 .. Clear
San Francisco. 56 54 30.12 .. Pt.Cl'dy
Seattle 14 .. 30.24 ..* Rain
St. Louis 54 36 20.K8 .. Clear
St. Paul 16 .. 30.26 .. Cloudy
Washington ... 52 42 30.24 .. Clear

LOCAL WEATHER RECORDS.
8 A. M. 8. P. M.

Paromotcr 29.82 30.7s
Humidity 40.51
Wind.velocity 8821
Wind.direction N.W. N.W.
Weather Clear Clear
Precipitation 0.11 None
The temperature in this city yesterday, a t

recorded ny the official Uterometer,. Is
shown In the annexed table:
8 A. M 40 1 P. M 45 6 P. M 40
0 A. M 42 2 P. M 45 7 P. M.... 40
10 A. M 48 3 P. M 45 8 P. M 80
11 A. M.... 43 4 P. M 42 0 P, M 30
12 M 43 5 P.M.... 42 10 P.M.... 38

/1021. 1020. 1921. 1920
0 A.M.... 12 29 6 P. M 40 20
12 M 43 32 OP. M 39 29
3 P. M 45 32 12 Mid 37 30
HlrhcSft temperature 45, nt 3 P. M.
Lowest temperature, 38, at 10 P. M.
Avorngo temperature, 42.

EVENTS TO-DAY.
Testimonial dinner to Michael .T. McCarthy.

Deputy Register of New York county, Hotel
Commodore, 7 P. M.
Opening of the International Silk Show In

the Grand Central Palace will be preceded
by a luncheon of the Silk Association of
America at the Hotel Commodore, 12:30
P.M.; annual dinner. Hotel Astor, 7 P.M.
Mrs. Harriett Chalmers Adams will apeak

on "The After-War Challenge to the Women
of Latin America" before the New York and
New Jersey sections, woman's department
of the National Civic Federation, CosmopolitanClub, 134* East Fortieth streot, 3:30 P. M.
The executive committee of the Foreign

Trade Financing Corporat'on, conference to
discuss foreign trade. Metropolitan Club,
Fifth avenue and Sixtieth street, 7 P. M.
Dr. Delos F. Wilcox will discuss "The

Governor's Transit Programme," City Club,
55 West Forty-fourth street. 8:15 P.M.
Rlshop Ntrholal of Serbia will speak beforethe Clergy Club, 2 (0 Fifth avenus, at

3:30 P. M., and at General Theological Pomlnary,Rroadway and 120th street. 6 P. M.
Annual entertainment and reeeptlon of the

Republican Club of the Twelfth Assembly
district, Brooklyn, Prospect Hall, Brooklyn,
8:15 P. M,
The Eighty-second Division Association,

meet ins In the Knights of Columbus Hall.
005 East Twenty-third street. 8 P. M.
Hoy F. Soule will speak on "The Individual

Duties of Citizenship" at n meeting of the
West End Association, Hotel Ansonla, 8:1",

PM.
Meeting of the People's Liberty Chorus In

the High School of Commerce, 155 West v

Sixty-fifth street, 8 P. M.
Alfred TV Hltchlns win give an Illustrated

ledum, "The Applications of Photography,"
before the polytechnic section of the AmericanInstitute of the City of New York,
Engineering Societies Building, 29 West
Thirty-ninth street, 8:15 P.M.
The Now York T,lfe Good Fellowship Club,

second annual dinner. Hotel McAlpIn, 5:45
P. M.
Prof. David Eugene Smith will speak at a

meeting of the American Numismatic Society,Broadway and 155th street. 8:15 P.M.
I.atdrtla S. Meday will lecture on "New

York'a Debt io the Dutch Settlers," Bowery
Mission. 8 P. M.
Meeting of the section of sstronomy, phv

slca and chemistry of the New York Acad
emy of Sciences at the American Muaeum of
Natural lllstorv. Sevonty-soventli atreet and
Central T'nrk West. 8 P. M.
The board of trustees, the I.ad lea' League

and the Beavers Society of Beth David Hospitalwill hold a special Joint meeting In the
dispensary room of the hospital, Lexington
avenue nnd 11.8th street, 8:80 P. M.
Tho Public Service Commission will conducta hearing upon the proposed Increase

In telephone rates at the Hall of Rocords.
10 A. M.
Mcllta Knnwles will lecture on "Dnteh

Art as an Expression of the Eighteenth Century"before high school classes at the MetronoUfnnMuseum at Art, A P. M.
Exhibition of T'krslnlan embroidery In the

rooms of the Ukrainian Needlecraft Guild,
21? Enst Sixth street 10 A. M to 5:00 P. M.
Dr. Cecilia Grlel will lecture on "Parentage

a id Birth Control," at Manhattan Lyceum,
00 East Fourth street, 8:00 P. M.
Lieut. Walter Hlnton and the Rev. Belvlrt

W. Maynard will speak at a members' dinnerat Central 5*. M. C. A., 55 Hanson place,
Brooklyn, this evening.
American Steamship Owners Association,

meeting, 17 Battery place. 2:00 P. M.
Na'lonal Association of Retail Secretaires,

meetings. Hotel McAlpIn, 0 A. M. to §:0(J
P. M.
Carpet Association, meeting. Carpet Club.

87 Mad1«on Hvtnuo, P. M.
Collcce of Mount St. VInecfit. dance, Watdn.-f-*«torln.« p. M»
Pickens Fellowship of America, dinner.

Hotel Astor. 7 P. M.
Society of Arta anil 8ciencea. dinner, Hotel

A tor. 7 P. M.
Priori!"* Bona of St. Patrick, concert and,

ilanco, Hotel Aator. a P. M.

PUBLIC LECTURES TO-NIGIT^.
MANHATTAN AND THE PTtONX.

"Trend of the Times," hy TV. John H.
Pandall. at TV'n -Morton Irvlmr High School,t
Irvine n'acc anil Sixteenth afreet.
"Trend of the Time*." by floors* A. HaefInps,tit Public School KIR. 225 West 108th

street. X
'Trcnrl of the Time*," by Prof. Wltttam ft.

Otl«. of Pllitrlm Hall. Ilrondwny and Fifty,
sixth street.
"Trend of the Time*." by Prof. William P

Meed, at Morrl* TTIch School lflflth atrect an<K
no"tnn road. The llronx.
"Hlirh Bxn1o*tv*«," by Prof. W. V. Eatahrnoke.at Ptuyvcant Utah School, Fifteenth

treet and First avenue; llbiatrated.
"Travelllnir by Air for T1ti*lnes*," by AlfredE. Hender«on. at Public Helmet 4rt. 'if,8th

atrcet n"d St. Nichols* avenue; Illustrated.
"The Stnitrsle for Freedom of tlm Sea." by

Father Psnlcl P. Punnlon, nf Public Hrhool
OH. 228 Ea«t Fifty-seventh street; llluatrnted.
"An Evenlne with Tilekena," by Mr*.

Frederick P. NorrK at Public School (12,
He»tcr and Ensex street*.

ll.to" tiv ("Moment It Shaw at Pi.htto
School no, CCfl Went 14Sth-afreet.

The Associated freea In exclusively entitled
to the use for republication of all new* do*
patches credited to It or not otherwise
credited In thl* paper and njso the local
new* publl*hed herein.

All right* of republication of *pee|at des .

patche* herein are atao reaarred.


